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FROM THE PRESIDENT FOR GENERAL, ABRAMS 
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I wish I could talk with you face to face as we move forward in what may 
be a moment of decision. And, if there is time, I still have it in mind to 
arrange that we meet. But I wish you now to give me your best answers to 
the following five questions. I want your answers, as I said earlier, with 
the bark off. I want your wholly personal answers, as a man responsible 
for 550, 000 fighting men in the field, speaking to the President who also 


bears responsibility for them -- including some to whom the President is 

declassified 

pretty close. E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
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Here are the questions. 


Firsts If the enemy honors our understandings on the DMZ and the cities, 
will those actions constitute a significant military advantage to our forces 


and the ARVN? 


Second. Will that advantage compensate for the loss of our bombing in 
North Vietnam south of the 19th parallel? 

Third. Is it your estimate that the enemy will or will not honor those 
understandings ? 

Fourth. If he does not honor those understandings, can stand in g orders 
for rules of engagement of the kind you and we have in mind protect our forces 
and those of our allies for a period sufficient for us to make a basic estimate 
of enemy intentions and return, if necessary, to full-scale bombing of North 
Vietnam? 


Fifth. Knowing all you know of the position in Vietnam, if you were 
President, would you proceed with the proposed 
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that is, no bombing or shelling of North Vietnam for the DMZ, no city- 
attacks, GVN participation, and recce permitted. 






